Social Responsibility Bulletin – 8 September 2009
Recession Responses – St Paul’s, Stockingford, Nuneaton 

On 7 September, St Paul’s opened its doors to those out of work and discovered people do indeed want and need church led support at this time. Parish, diocese and Workcare came together to make this pilot event possible and ways of extending this kind of support service on future occasions are being pursued. Interested in what your church might do, contact Paul Simmonds: paul@workcare.org
Sat 5th December: Stop Climate Chaos Service/March - London 
Prayer and Action! First thousands of Christians meet to worship together in Central Hall, Westminster, The Archbishop of Canterbury is preaching. Then together with the Archbishop of Westminster and other church leaders he will lead everyone with tens of thousands on a joyful and peaceful march around the Thames calling for climate action now. Bring blue banners to wave.  
Visit www.christian-ecology.org.uk/copenhagenservice.htm  
Want to come? Coach hire from ‘Harry Shaw Travel’, to carry 22 people from Coventry to London (return) is £425.00 which works out at £19.32 pp.   www.coventry-coachhire.co.uk/coaches/index.html 
If you want to come by group coach – let John Hall / Ruth Wagstaffe know on 024 7652 1326 or ruth.wagstaffe@covcofe.org 
The coach will be booked when we are approaching 22 names. More than 22 names, then more coaches!
Carriers of Hope Project – request for items needed
Items being requested by needy people who use our drop ins in Coventry are; 1 highchair, 3 smaller, lightweight buggies/ strollers (of the kind that fold up small for the bus), 1 babywalker (for putting pre-walkers in to run around), Nappies of all sizes.  Can you help with the supply of any of these items. Also needed is help with storage space.  Furniture is being offered - but the drop in have nowhere to put it.  If you can help in any way, please contact Sue on 024 7645 6356 or email: smsampson@hotmail.com; 

WREN Grants – Can you use one?
Many churches have benefitted from WREN fund grants. Now projects which protect the environment, improve or provide public amenities, e.g. village halls, community gardens cycle paths etc. are eligible. Main Grant is £15,001 - £50,000 and the Small Grant Scheme is £2,000 - £15,000.  Latest deadline for applications is 20th November 2009.  If you would like further information visit:  www.wren.org.uk or email wren@wren.org.uk
Kairos Celebrates its 10th Anniversary – Food Appeal!
There is an amazing story in the Kairos newsletter of how one woman managed to give up her drug habit, her life of crime and working on the streets.  She tells how the Kairos project supported her through this most difficult time in her life, and today, apart from a few health problems, she says “for once I feel normal”.  The story is a real testimony to the valuable work of Kairos.  The project has a number of funders supporting it, amongst which is the Church Urban Fund, they have given support over a number of years.  Kairos currently have an urgent appeal for food as the cupboards are bare at their drop in centres in Coventry.  If you can help with any donations please ring 024 7655 9550 or email admin@kairoswwt.org  

Sheltered homes axe their resident wardens
You may have seen an article in The Observer on 9 Aug about a retired nurse leading a legal fight against councils and housing trusts that have withdrawn wardens who ‘promised’ to provide 24 hour care from sheltered housing accommodation but are cutting this service and leaving the elderly vulnerable. To view the article click: http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2009/aug/09/elderly-wardens-axed-sheltered-housing.  If you would like to sign a petition to help redress this trend visit:  http://www.shelteredhousinguk.com/
Stand Up and Take Action - End Poverty Now website!
End poverty by 2015 – this is the historic promise 189 world leaders made at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 when they signed the Millennium Declaration and agreed to meet "Millennium Development Goals”.  Follow the link for further information and to read the millennium declaration: www.endpoverty2015.org/
This is something to keep in our prayers and hearts and the website is well worth a look.
Why not become a Pilgrim against Poverty!
In 1999, thousands of people supported Church Action on Poverty’s ‘Pilgrimage Against Poverty’ as it travelled the length of the country, from Iona to London. 10 years on, join the pilgrimage again.  On Saturday 17 October 2009, there will be pilgrimage walks in many cities, with church services and campaigning actions. They will raise awareness and funds for the vital work done by Church Action on Poverty and by local projects.  To join a pilgrimage in your region, or start a pilgrimage in your region visit:  

www.church-poverty.org.uk/pilgrimage/pilgrimage2009introduction
Fairtrade Supporter Conference 2009: 
This Fairtrade Foundation conference on 10 Oct in central London for their ‘Fairtrade Supporters’ is to hear the latest news, and debate the big issues facing the movement. A host of speakers include producer representative Renwick Rose from St Vincent, Harriet Lamb, George Alagiah and Ann Pettifor, co-author of The Green New Deal. For information on the programme:  http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/news_events_and_urgent_actions/supporter_conference.aspx?dm_i=613054021
Peace and Justice 

The Anabaptists and Quakers are holding their first joint ‘Peace and Justice’ Conference on 10th Oct 09 at the Priory Rooms, Bull Street Quaker Meeting House, Bull Street, Birmingham. For further information contact Jo Rathbone on jorathbone@phonecoop.coop
This bulletin is sent from Revd Dr. John Hall, Director for Social Responsibility and 

Ruth Wagstaffe, Secretary to the Department for Social Responsibility.  

If you would like to contact John or Ruth please email: John.Hall@covcofe.org  or

Ruth.Wagstaffe@covcofe.org, alternatively telephone:  024 7652 1326
