Social Responsibility Bulletin – 3rd December 2009

Petition the PM on Copenhagen

A resident of Harbury has had a No10 petition accepted. Please show your support – sign up today for a greener world. Here is the link:  http://petitions.number10.gov.uk/CopenhagenTalks/
Archbishop's AIDS Day Message “A space for hope” 
Rowan Williams, has released a World Aids Day video for 2009, in which he speaks with the Revd Patricia Sawo, a church leader and mother from Kenya, about her experiences of living with HIV. The video highlights the plight of expectant mothers who are HIV positive and the support they need to prevent the transmission of HIV to their babies: http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/1
Help Stop the Detention of Children in the UK

The UK is the only country in Europe which detains children whose families' applications for asylum have been refused. Help end this - send a Christmas card to Phil Woolas MP, Immigration Minister, asking him to end the detention of children.  Keep the Christmas card positive, wish Mr Woolas a Happy Christmas, ask him to end the practice of detaining children and families. Include your name, address, church. Send to: Phil Woolas MP, Home Office, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF.  
Winter Celebration – Grants 2009
Age Concern are inviting voluntary and charitable clubs for older people with a turnover of less than £50,000 per annum to apply for up to £500 towards the cost of winter celebrations, outings, or one off events, e.g.: theatre trips, outings, parties and dinners. Deadline 11 Dec 09. Applications: here
Christmas Appeal 2009 – HOPE DESTITUTION FUND
This Fund was launched this year by Coventry’s Mayor, the Bishop of Coventry and the Refugee Centre to provide emergency support and shelter for destitute asylum seekers in the Coventry area.  Please consider supporting this project, this Christmas.  Cheques should be payable to ‘Coventry Refugee Centre’ and marked on the back ‘HOPE FUND CHRISTMAS APPEAL’, and sent to: Coventry Refugee Centre, 15 Bishop Street, Coventry CV1 1HU.  

Ethnic Minority Churches – Information Sought
To contribute towards Coventry being designated a City of Sanctuary, Tim Brooke is compiling a list of ethnic minority churches in or near Coventry. It will be used by staff at the Refugee Centre and other agencies to help those who speak little or no English to contact, and worship with, members of their own community.  If you know of such a church, please contact Tim at: brooke@care4free.net
Climate Change – Monitor Your Energy Use
Richard Cooke writes, ‘whilst shopping I saw a gadget designed to monitor energy use. Quite expensive, I thought, at £35… and, hey presto, the monitor (which you can carry round the house) tells you how much money you’re spending an hour on electricity. Turn on a new appliance and you see the figures leap. Idea! Get three or four people in the congregation to buy one each. They could get used to using them and then encourage others to have them for a week and make a note of their energy consumption and how they can reduce it. Lent might be a good time to do this, by holding an ‘energy fast’.’
Use of Church Buildings – New Toolkit
The Diocese of Hereford has launched a new Toolkit - A Community Development Approach to the Use of Church Buildings - which takes churches through the whole process of opening up their church for wider community use. It is helpfully broken down into sections so no one has to download it all in one go. To download a copy click:  here
Carriers of Hope/ Circle of Friends ‘Christmas Appeal’
100+ families and individuals on our list and with Christmas up ahead we have a couple of requests:  We would like to give a card and small gift to each.  If you would like to contribute in some way, with a gift of cash, toys, chocolates and toiletries that would be wonderful.  Donations by 10th December please.  We are holding a party on 22nd December for 30+ families who come regularly and need cakes and jellies.  No party would be complete without a Father Christmas and we have the ‘man’ but no outfit – can you help?  Other general items needed are: Highchairs, Baby-walker, Warm coats – children and adults, Buggy (telescopic kind), Vacuum cleaners, Food processor, Stair-gate, Rain covers for buggies. Sue Sampson 024 7645 6356.
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