We are a group of six churches in small
rural villages centred on the large historic ...
village of Bidford On Avon, Warwickshire. -.
The local population is growing steadily
and there are plans to build further
housing, particularly in and around Bid-
Where we are ford. We belong to Coventry Diocese, in
going in GOd the Archdeaconry of Warwick, and the

Deanery of Alcester.

’ “ Heart of England Parishes

We are a mission-focused What we are like
group, committed to growing
in God and to reaching out
into our community. We see

We are very diverse in our styles of worship and we are comfortable
with variety, all of which we would like to retain. Some of us like the
calm and familiarity of the Book of Common Prayer with A&M hymns,
while others prefer more modern styles of worship which extend from
Taizé chants to lively praise, although the majority of our services are
drawn from Common Worship. We have a strong lay involvement in
most areas of church life, including a Ministry Leadership Team. We
have five Readers (one is still in training), one associate minister and
another being considered for ordination as an OLM. Lay people lead ser-
vices, including funerals and communion by extension; they also preach
and take administrative responsibility.

our four church schools as a
prime opportunity to reach
people who already have an
openness towards church
matters and we also have a
strong sense of a call to youth
ministry.

Is God calling you to the Heart of England?
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and enthusiasm, who can coordinate and manage our growth. You should be good at recognising skills

and talents in others and encouraging them to step out in faith. We want you to have a pioneering

spirit and to manage change sensitively. We hope you will have strong managerialskius, so that
you can share ministry with lay colleagues, rather than doing it all yourself. You must be comfortable

with different styles of worship and be a good listener, an integrator and COmmunicatof some-
one with a sense of fun. You should be clearly mission focusehot only with a heart for our com-

munities, but one who also encourages our mission work overseas. You should have a strong Biblical
basis to your faith and be able to teach from the scriptures with clarity and authority, underpinned by
prayer. You will need to be a feam leaderto build us together in faith and unity of purpose. You
NBIffe YySSR-LBNREY ¢ (KINR2IKS YR GKNRdZAKE (2
to work together with you. Soon after your appointment, you would help us to select a half-time
stipendiary colleague. We are offering you an invitation to a ministry of leadership in an exciting group
of villages. This is rural ministry, but not as you might have thought; and it is an opportunity for you to
make a real difference to the lives of people.in growing and developing communities.

The Heart of England Parishes is both a great challenge and a wonderful opportunity for a passionate
leader who loves people. We have PCCs who love and care for the fabric of our historic buildings so
that you will be free to focus on the work of God in mission here. Each church has a strong local team
ready and willing to move forward with you. We are excited by the prospect of new leadership and are
committed to the way forward. Are you ready to come and grow with us?




